
 
 

  
           
     

 
 

         
     

      
 

       
        

    
 

  
    

   
    

 
     

  
 

   
   

      
 

  
 

    

        
   

 
   

     
     

  
 

      
  

      
    

   
 

 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
Embargoed: Hold for release until Tuesday, April 25, 2017, 12:01 a.m. ET 
CONTACT: Stephaan Harris, 202-357-7504, stephaan.harris@ed.gov 

Hispanic Eighth-Graders Improve in Music, Lower-Income Eighth-Graders Improve in Visual Arts
 
Overall Scores Remain Steady in Music and Visual Arts
 

Access and Opportunities Vary by Gender, Income and Region 

WASHINGTON — The Nation’s Report Card: 2016 Arts shows that Hispanic eighth-grade students scored 
higher in music in 2016 than in 2008 and that score gaps narrowed between Hispanic and white eighth-graders 
in both music and the visual arts. In the visual arts specifically, students eligible for the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP) scored higher in 2016 compared with 2008, narrowing the difference in scores between those 
students and their higher-income peers. And while The Nation’s Report Card, also known as the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), shows no overall score changes in music and the visual arts 
since the last arts assessment of eighth-graders in 2008, it does reveal changes in access to and participation in 
music and visual arts activities, varying by gender, income and region. 

On the NAEP music assessment, students were asked to analyze, describe or critique pieces of music. In the 
visual arts, students analyzed and described works of art and design, demonstrating their knowledge of media 
and techniques as well as visual organization. In both music and the visual arts, students were asked to 
describe and show an understanding of aesthetic, social, cultural and historical context. For the visual arts, 
additional questions assessed students’ ability in creating works of art. The average responding scores reported 
in the 2016 Arts Report Card involve students responding to visual art and music. 

“The visual arts and music have always been vital components to students’ well-rounded education, which is 
why they are included in NAEP. NAEP shows us that how students respond to music and to visual arts can be 
assessed and can provide reasonable and objective information about the state of arts education in America,” 
said Dr. Joe Willhoft, a testing and measurement expert and a member of the National Assessment Governing 
Board. “And as a former art teacher, I’ve seen firsthand how the arts — music, visual arts, drama and dance — 
are an essential part of a student’s learning and development.” 

The Nation’s Report Card includes not only performance data but also responses from students and school 
administrators on students’ experiences with music and the visual arts both inside and outside of school. These 
contextual data show that there are differences in students’ access to opportunities in the arts and in overall 
student participation in music and the visual arts by gender, income and region. 

The average scores in music declined for male students and stayed about the same for female students in 2016 
compared with 2008. In the visual arts, the average responding scores for both male and female students were 
not significantly different from the 2008 scores. The score differences by gender remained unchanged from 
2008 to 2016 in both music and the visual arts. In 2016, female students were more likely to sing in a chorus 
or choir at school than their male peers. Female students were also more likely than male students to 
participate in music and visual arts activities outside of school, such as playing instruments, taking art classes 
and taking private music lessons. 

mailto:stephaan.harris@ed.gov


      
 

    
     

 
 

 
  

    
       

      
       

 
 

 
   

  
 

 
     

      
         

       
      

    
 

 
        

    
        

       
 

 
  

    
    

 
  

   

  

    
 

     
 

In music, the difference in scores by eligibility for NSLP has remained unchanged since 2008, but in the visual 
arts, NSLP-eligible students scored 5 points higher than their ineligible peers in 2016, narrowing the 
difference significantly compared with 2008. The results also reveal that students eligible for NSLP were less 
likely than ineligible students to play a musical instrument or take music lessons outside of school, or to visit 
an art museum or exhibit on their own. However, they were more likely than their higher-income peers to keep 
a journal or sketchbook. 

While the percentages of schools with full-time specialists and curriculum requirements for either music or the 
visual arts in 2016 have not changed since 2008, access to the arts varies by the region of the country where 
students go to school. In the Northeast, 93 percent of students attend schools that have full-time music 
specialists on staff, compared with 74 percent of students in the West. Nearly 90 percent of students attend 
schools in the Northeast that have full-time visual arts specialists on staff, but two-thirds in the West and in the 
Midwest do. 

“The arts have a significant impact on student academic progress,” said Alberto Carvalho, a Governing Board 
member and the superintendent of Miami-Dade County Public Schools, the nation’s fourth-largest school 
system. “Music and visual arts have a powerful influence, enriching students’ lives and encouraging students 
who otherwise may be reluctant to participate fully in the school experience.” 

The Nation’s Report Card also illuminates the availability of arts-related resources in schools and how 
exposure to music and the visual arts at school correlates with test scores. The results indicate that 63 percent 
of students had enrolled in a music class in 2016 and that those who had taken a music class scored an average 
of 12 points higher on NAEP than students who had not taken music. Compared with 2008, a smaller 
percentage of students listened to musical performances at school in 2016. Students who heard a musical 
performance at school scored an average of 25 points higher on the music assessment than students who did 
not hear a performance. 

In 2016, 42 percent of students had taken a visual arts class — unchanged from 2008. But in art classes, 
students were less likely to be asked by their teachers to draw or paint every day in 2016 compared with 2008. 
Students who took an art course at school and students who painted or drew in class at least once a week 
scored an average of 10 points higher on visual arts questions than students who did not take an art course or 
draw as often. 

In addition, there were fewer opportunities for arts exposure outside of school, with smaller percentages of 
students playing a musical instrument on their own in 2016 than in 2008. Similarly, for visual arts, smaller 
percentages of students took arts classes outside of school or made their own artwork. 

“Every student should have access to arts education to develop the creativity and problem-solving skills that 
lead to higher success both in and out of school,” said Ayanna Hudson, director of arts education at the 
National Endowment for the Arts. “Arts education can be especially valuable for our nation’s underserved 
students, leading to better grades, higher graduation rates and increased college enrollment. That’s why NAEP 
is an important tool, providing a national snapshot of student achievement in the arts, including serious gaps in 
access, so we can know how best to assist our students.” 

See the full arts report card here: https://nationsreportcard.gov/arts_2016. 

https://nationsreportcard.gov/arts_2016
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The National Assessment of Educational Progress is the largest nationally representative, continuing 
evaluation of the condition of education in the United States. It has served as a national yardstick of student 
achievement since 1969. Through The Nation’s Report Card, NAEP informs the public about what American 
students know and can do in various subject areas and compares achievement among states, large urban 
districts and various student demographic groups. Follow NAEP on Facebook and Twitter. 

NAEP is a congressionally authorized project sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education. The National 
Center for Education Statistics, within the Institute of Education Sciences, administers NAEP. The 
commissioner of education statistics is responsible by law for carrying out the NAEP project. 

The National Assessment Governing Board is an independent, nonpartisan board whose members include 
governors, state legislators, local and state school officials, educators, business representatives and members 
of the general public. Congress created the 26-member Governing Board in 1988 to oversee and set policy for 
NAEP. Follow the Governing Board on Facebook and Twitter. 


